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THE GREAT ARABIAN PROPHET

About the year 570 A. D., Abdullah, the son
of Abd ul Muttalib, a Mecca merchant, went on
a trading trip from Mecca to Medina, and died
there. A few months after his death his wife,
Amina, gave birth to a boy, who was named
Mohammed. One hundred years later the name
of this Arab, joined to that of the Almighty, was
called out in ten thousand minarets five times
daily from the Persian Gulf to the Atlantic, and
his new religion was sweeping everything before
it in three continents.

Who was this hero-prophet, what was his en-
vironment, and what the secret of his genius?
What is the explanation of this marvel of his-
tory? Many theories have been given, and the
true explanation of the spread of Islam is prob-
ably the sum of all these theories: the weak-
ness of the Oriental Churches; their corrupt
state; the condition of the Roman and Persian
empires; the easy-going moral character of the
new religion; the power of the sword and of
fanaticism; the great truths of Islam; the genius
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