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Sir William Muir and others think that Mo

hammed was at first sincere and upright, him

self believing in his so-called revelations, but

that afterward, intoxicated by success, he used

the dignity of his prophetship for personal ends,

and was conscious of deceiving the people in

some of his later revelations. Koelle finds the

key to the first period of Mohammed's life in

Khadija, his first wife, who directed his am

bitions and controlled his passions by her ma

turity and good management. After her death

he revealed what he had always been, and gave

vent to his hitherto restrained passions.

Aside from the disputed question of Moham

med's sincerity, no one can say that his moral

character reached a high standard. It is pos

sible to measure the prophet by three standards,

of which two at least would seem to be a fair

test: The law of the pagan Arabs, the law he

himself professed to reveal, and the law of the

Old and New Testaments, which he professed to

approve and supersede. By the New Testament

law of Jesus Christ, who was the last Prophet be

fore Mohammed and whom Mohammed acknowl

edged as the Word of God, the Arabian prophet

stands self-condemned. He repeatedly broke

every precept of the Sermon on the Mount, not

only in his private life, but in his prophetic office.

And the Koran itself proves that the spirit of
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