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“In 1843 Senusi, an Algerian sheik, driven
from Mecca on account of his pure life and
principles, took refuge temporarily on the
Barcan coast. After founding military mon-
asteries here, his order having arisen in 1837,
he withdrew (1855) to Jarabub. .. . Although
within the western boundary of Egypt, and
only one hundred and fifty miles from the
Mediterranean, it lies on a borderland of the
Libyan plateau, where no Egyptian khedive,
no Turkish sultan, exercises authority. Here
is the true head of modern Islam’s hostile move-
ment against the giaour or infidel. It became
such partly through its almost central position
for African propaganda and through remote-
ness from European interference.

““The sheik is the undisputed head of the
sect, blindly obeyed by the monastic orders of
the Moslem world. The brethren are all in his
hands as the corpse in those of the undertaker.
The Senusi brotherhood is the Jesuit order of
Islam. The monks regard the Senusi sheik
as the well-guided one, the true Mahdi to re-
store the Moslem power. Outwardly the
Senusiya profess to aspire to no political aim.
Their ideal goal consists in the federation of the
orthodox religious orders into one theocratic
body, independent of secular authority. They
discountenance violence. To Mohammedans in
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