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gifted
woman, Asina, and the hoary poet, Abu

Afak, were both murdered in their sleep: the

former while slumbering on her bed, with an

infant in her arms; the latter whilst lying, for

coolness' sake, in an open veranda. No one

dared to molest the assassin of either of these

victims; for it was no secret that the foul deeds

had been approved by the prophet, and that he

had treated the perpetrators with marked

favor."

Another instance is as follows: "One of their His
Vindictiveness

more influential Rabbis was Kab Ibn Ashraf,

who had looked favorably upon Mohammed,

till he changed the Kibla from Jerusalem to

Mecca. Then he became his decided opponent,

attacking him and his religion in verse, and

working against him in various ways. He was

first to fall as a victim to Mohammed's vindic

tiveness. The prophet despatched four men,

amongst them Kab's own foster-brother, to

assassinate him, and sanctioned beforehand any

lie or stratagem which they might see fit to

employ, so as to lure him aside. It was dark

when they arrived at his house, and he was al

ready in bed; but they cunningly prevailed upon

him to come out to them, and when they had

him alone in the dark they foully murdered him.

Mohammed remained up to await their return;

and when they showed him Kab's head, he corn-
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