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TIIE EPISTLE OF PAUL TC THE GALATIANS
Part Four

Peter's Blunder

Paul's macterful rebuke of Peter at Antioch forms a bridge connecting
the historicil porticn of the epistle to the docirinal portion. This incident
roceives thorough truutment by Paul in his arguement ageinst the Judaizers
because they were seovking to show that there was i difference between Peter's
Gospel und Paul'as. Faul reveals thzt the only differsnce between Peter and
him is in conduct, not in doctrine.

IV. Peter's Blunde¢r (Galatians 2:14-21)
A, The Hature of Peter's Blunder
1. It was a public offinso
a. A public wrong deserves & public rebuke. ‘Paul rebuked Peter
before the Christiasns ut antioch, not to shame Peter, but to
repair the damages thit had beén done in the minds of those who
had witnesscd Peter's action. .
2. It was caused by the fear of men
a. Peter's action was 1 rosult of his feiaring what the representatives
from the Jerusalem church would say if they saw him ecating with
Gontiles. "The fear of mun bringeth a snare."

3. It was out of harmony with his former experience and conduct

@, Peter had received a specizl revslation Irom God concerning how he
should behave toward the Gentiles

" : (1) Aacts 10:150v "...What God has cleansed, that call not thou
: common, "
(2) Acts 10:28 Poter aspeaking to Cornelius says: "... Ye

know how that it is an unlawful thing for a
man that is a Jew to kecp company, or come
unto one of another nation; but God hath
showed me that I should not call any man
common or unclean."

(3) Acts 10:34,35 "Then Peter opened his mouth and said, of a
truth I perceive thzt God is no respecter of
pursons: But in every nation he that
fezareth him, and worketh rightcousness, is
accepted with him."

B. The Scope of Petur's Blunder

Fetor doubtless hid no idea that so much wae involved in his blunder.
Thoughtless, urbitrary ducisions often have widespread implications.

1. It reflected on the CGontile manncr of life

4. by his xction Peter was compelling the Gentilas to act as Jews
in order to be acceptable (versass 14 and 15)

2. It rcflected on the doctrine of Jjustific:tion by faith

2. Those ordinzncus which Peter was forecing on the Gentiles wore
part of' 4 aystem which Ltaiught that rightcousness comcz through
kceoping tho Law. (This waus Judaism - not what the Old Testament
itaolf tosches.)

b. Peter was teaching thut we aru justified by faith, but by his
conduct ho was admitting thit works have something to do with our
Juatification.

¢. Paul clearly st:tes th:t the Law does not bring a4 man to the state
of rightecousness. o arc duclared rightesous by taith in the merits
of Jusus Christ. .
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