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¢. Abraham was justifiad by believing the revealed Word of God - verse 8

(1)

(2)

Conclusion: Versec 9

In this versu "the Scripture" is personified. There is here no
distinction botween Cod speiking directly or through an angel to
Abrahzam, znd Cod speiking in the written Word. 1In Abraham's day,
none of the Scriptures had been writton down. Moses, the first
Biblicul suthor, lived over four hundred years after Abraham,
Thus, we arc to understand "scripture" in this verse to be a:
personification of.God Himself, It is necessary to realize that
when we read or heasr the Scripture it is as if God Himself were
speaking to us face to faco.

It is impossible for us to know all thut Abraham was told
concerning the coming of Christ. It is very clear, however,

that he had an undorstunding of the Cospel of CGrace. John 8:56 -
"Your father ibrahzm rejoiced to sce my day: and he saw it, and
was glad."

(a) Gonesis 22 records the incident of Abraham's offering up
Isaic befors the Lord. In verse 5 of Genesis 22 the original
reads: "I and the 1lad will go yonder and worship, and we
will come again to you." This versc indicates that Abraham
believed that God would provide a substitute for his son.
This is further borne out by verse 8: "And Abraham said,
My son, God will provide himself 2 lamb for a burnt
offering ..." :

This experience doubtless impressed tho aged patriarch
that one day God would bazr man's pen2lty for sin. This
is what Christ meant when He. s2id "Abraham rejoiced to see '
my day: and he saw it and was glad."”

In verse 18 of Genesis 22 the promise to Abraham is
restated: "And in thy sced shall 211 the nations of the
earth be blessed; bos>zuse thou hast obeyed my voice."
"Blgssed" here can mean nothing less than "justified."
That is, through Aibrihaim would com¢c the promised seed Who
would c211l men from every tribe and nation to salvation.

The doctrine of justification by fuith did not have its origin with Paul., It

w28 Abraham.
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is older thun the Jewish nation. In fict, no man has ever been justified
according to any other principle but faith.

Thoge who havs truly "bslioved God," thit is, have received the Lamb that God
has provided for their rodemption, have been credited with righteousness, 2as

"For he hath made bhim (Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sinj; th.t we
might be made the righteousness of God in him." II Corinthians 5:21
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