The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians. Outline Notes by John Grauley

http://www.ibri.org/Syllabi/1965-Grauley-Galatians/README.htm

2.

3.

e

"Por if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he

deceiveth himself."

a.
b.

C.

"The best motive of forbearance toward others is the sense of our
own weakness." (P. Schaff)

"In Christian morality self-esteew is vanity, and vanity is
nothingness." (Lightfoot)

Paul here makes reference to the vainglorying which must have
characterized some of tho Galatian Christians., It is easy to
overestimate ourselves. A tnorough inspection of ourselves in the
light of Cod's Word will quickly dispell any exalted thoughts of our
own attributes and abilities. When we see ourselves in proper
perspective we will be better able to help our brother. .

Individual Responsibility (verses 4-5)
"Let every man prove his own work..."

a.

"Prove" bere mecans "test.” The word in the classics referred to
testing metals and money. It is uxid in this sense in I Peter 1:7
where the testing of faith is compared <%o" the testing of gold.

In I Corinthians 3:13 the word is used in regard to the testing of
every man's work at the judgement scat of Christ. "Every man's
-work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because
it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try avary man's
work of what sort it is."

As stecl is carefully tested under every kind of stress and strain
to be sure it "1, 11 hold up in the more important tests ir the future
as- part .of a ship, boiler or other mechanism, so Christians should
carefully test their own work now, that it might be work that will
endure the great final test. Such a careful examination will usually
lead to the conclusion that there is room for improvement, causing
the vainglorying to be done away with. Of course, if the Lord has
enabled us to do a solid piece of work, we can rejoice in it., But
we should not evaluate our work in comparison with that of others.
The rule that must be used is God's standard, the Bible.

"For every man shall bear his own burden."

This seems to be a contradiction to verse 2. Paul uses two different’
words which are translated by the English word "burden." The two are
synonyms, but have & different shade of meaning and are used in a
different sense in the two verses.

{1) xﬁayo? - emphasizes the weight of the burden. In veree
2 it 'refers to an burden which is inposed, not one taken on
voluntarily.

(2) doprior -~ refers tp a birdem tjat ,ist be bprne, but

voluntarily borne. Used of '"cargo" on a ship or a "pack"

that o soldier must carry on his back.
Every man has his oun respunsibilitics to bear. A responsible person
realizes this and cheoerfully fulfil's his duties. The burden that
comes to the fallen brother is an additional weight which becomes
oppressive and may drog him to the ground. We are all responsible
for our own bu.df-a of resgonsibility, but when someone of our
Christian brcthers becomes burdened d:z.n with faults and cares, we
must rush to his aid. :
Individual recponsibility i3 vmphasized in the Bible. GCod loves us
as individuals and holds us accountable as individuals. We are
-living in o dwy when "c¢'lectivism" is being emphasized and
individualisn de--emphasized. Collectivism can result in the shunning
of individual responsibility. ¥Ye must not be taken in by this error.

Pedagogical Responsibility (verse 7|
"Let bhim that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth

in all gocd things."

« 8.

bl

"communicate" - means literally "to go shares with." The one being
taught is to go sharoes with hic teacher in all good things. In
Romans 12:13 and Philippians 4:15 it refers to sharing financially.
It probably bus a wider meaning than that in thie context.

The tcacher probably refers vo the ordained twaching elder or the
pastor of the churcnz. Undoubtedly Paul includes this admonition here
because the full--time Christian worker is in a different situation
than most people in regard to the supplying of hic needs. Paul has
Jjust admonished Christians to be individually responsible, which
would include working and providing for himzself and his deperdents.
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