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Seversl observations should be made here:

1) There is great value ina broad knowledge of the biblical litersture. Hence, con-
tinuing reading of large sections of the Bible is valuable--it is ever so easy to miss
the proverbial forest for the trees. So also, frequent reading of & particulsr book or
section being studied is valuable. There is often a circularity in the interpretation
process between the general and the particular--this is really a large part of what
we mean by the importance of context. \
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2) Asaqgeneral rule it is the immediate context that is of greatest importance in the
interpretation of a passege. :
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3) Parsllel materials (especially those of 8 different author) must be used with care.

Is the apparent parallel a genuine parallel? See the discussion of Mickelsen,
pp. 104-112.

You should be especially wary of parallels based only on the English Bible. If you
think words or idess are parallel, check carefully.

4) With some types of literature the interpreter finds much less help from the
immediste context, e.g., some of the Wisdom litersture. Even here however one may
find that there are topical groupings which assist in understanding. Also, s
knowledge of the broader context of “wisdom™ is frequently useful. or « Krowledqe
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S) See the summary of “Principles for Interpreting from Context” in Hickeisen,
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